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August 29, 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:
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The goal for literacy instruction in Neshaminy School District is to ensure that all students become proficient and critical readers and writers, motivated to read and write throughout their lives.
To achieve this goal, the elementary and middle school literacy program is based on a comprehensive, balanced approach, in which reading and 	are regarded as complementary processes that promote higher level thinking skills. Balanced Literacy is based on extensive research in best practices in reading and writing instruction.
[image: ]As part of the Balanced Literacy program, our middle schools are implementing a workshop approach to reading and writing. A workshop approach follows the premise that to grow as a
reader and writer, a student needs to be spending as much time as possible reading and writing. Daily lessons taught by the teacher focus on strategies that advance this development.
You may find that your child's experience in reading and English classes is different than your experiences in school. The greatest difference will be in the length of the lesson presented by the teacher, the amount of choice in independent reading, and the amount of reading and writing that is expected from students. Another difference will be in the feedback your child receives, which comes through conferences with the teacher. The feedback is given frequently and in the case of [image: ]writing, will be prior to a piece of writing being submitted for a grade.
We look forward to an exciting and rigorous year of learning for all of our middle school students.
[image: ]Assistant to the Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
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